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Blog keeps former resident
connected to Central Pa.
Diary dates back
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100 years

By Kevin Mertz
Staff writer
Published:

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 10:00 AM CDT

McEWENSVILLE - On May 18, 1911, Helena Muffly and
Carrie Stout went to pick lilacs. But after Stout had
picked a big bouquet, she became afraid of bumble bees
that seemed drawn to the flowers.

That is just part of the latest excerpt from Muffly's
diary, which is being updated every day online at
http //a hu ndredyea rsa go. com/ by her g ra nddaughter,
Sheryl Lazarus, of Minnesota.

Hotena flluffly

:

Muffly grew up in McEwensville and kept a diary through part of her teenage years/ from 1911to 1914.
Lazarus said her family uncovered the diary after Muffly passed away in the early 1980s.

"At one point, (the diary) was circulating among a bunch of relatives," Lazarus said. "When I had the diary, I
made a copy of it... I had ittucked away in my hutch."
Recently, Lazarus remembered the dairy after she compiled a family cookbook and was questioned by her
children about her grandmother. At that point, Lazarus decided to do something with the diary, in order to
share it with all.
"My first thought was to put it in a copied book-type thing," she said. "At some point, it clicked, 'hey, this is
coming up on being 100 years'(since the diary was written)."

It

was at that point Lazarus decided to start a blog, which she updates each day with the entry that Muffly
made in her diary 100 years ago to the day.

"She's a 16-year-old girl living outside of McEwensville," Lazarus said while describing the type of entries her
grandmother made in her diary. "She worries about whether guys like her, She has a sister that's close to
her in age, Sometimes they're disagreeing, sometimes they're getting along."
Through the diary, Lazarus said she has come to see her grandmother in a different light.
"She was a fairly quiet person and I always felt like she was caring, more than happy to show me how to do
things," Lazarus said of her grandmother. "She wasn't one to talk about what it was like when she was
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young. That was a total mystery to me. I'm seeing her In a totally different light than when

I

was a.kid."

She was particularly interested to read the diary entry which highlighted Muftly using a telephone for the first
time.

"It took her two days to use the telephone for the first time,"
day. She went back the second day and actually tried it."

Lazarus said.

"It

was too scary to try the first

She's also enjoyed connecting with family and friends while working on the blog.

"I

have not lived in Central Pennsylvania for more than 30 years," said Lazarus, who is a Ig73 graduate of
Warrior Run High School. "This has given me a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with my relatives there.
It's been a wonderful opportunity to talk with them, share things, as well as with other people from (Central
Pennsylvania),"
Lazarus said she also enjoyed traveling across the area with her elderly father, Harold Swartz, while taking
photos of Central Pennsylvania which are posted on the blog site.

At the time her grandmother wrote the diary, Lazarus noted that she was known as Helena Muffly. She later
married Raymond Swartz, who was also from the McEwensville area, and in her married years was known as
Helen Swartz.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be reached at 570-742-9671 or e-mail kevin@standard-journal.com.
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